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Above, a montage of work by the 2008 Bush Artist Fellows (from top left to bottom right):  Elizabeth Day, Alec Soth, William 
Slichter, Monica Haller, Matthew Bakkom, Nathaniel Freeman, Mike Hazard, Tom Schroeder, Craig Schlattman, Mauricio Arango, 
Rollin Marquette, Norik Astvatsaturov, Foung Heu, Jay Heikes and Jim Denomie.  (Photo montage designed by 2005 Bush Artist 
Fellow Teresa Konechne.)
  
You can see more work samples, including film clips and photographs, by following the Fellowships link at www.bushfoundation.org.
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Gallery

  

    Soul Medicine  
By Victoria Tirrel 
  

 

 The circle of doctors and their partners is still and quiet.  The person receiving the 
group’s focus begins slowly, perhaps with long pauses between sentences, to describe an 

opportunity or challenge before him or her.  A crossroads.

For two hours the group will sit, reaching beyond their medical training—which urges them to 
diagnose—and into the intuition and wisdom of their souls to see if there is a question, free of 
judgment and agenda, to ask the focus person. Perhaps such a question will come and the focus 
person will receive it deeply into his or her own soul.  But it’s possible a fellow will say nothing, 
while inside comes a personal revelation…of how different his own life or her own practice of 

medicine could be.

At the end of the two hours, no one in this circle will ever speak of what has happened 
there, not even to each other, not even to the focus person.

This is a Clearness Committee set inside a circle of trust. This is 
double confidentiality. This is Courage to Imagine.    

  



“To bring Parker Palmer’s work to my profession,    
 which is in pain…this is the right work for me.”  
            
                  Val Ulstad, M.D., 1996 Bush Leadership and Medical Fellow

Laura Kinkead and Val Ulstad
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“Are you living the life that wants to live in you?”  
                                     Parker Palmer, Founder and Senior Partner, The Center for Courage and Renewal
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2007 Annual Report and 2008 Bush Fellows

1

On our cover, it’s easy to imagine the young 
dreamer as a future Bush fellow. The featured 
animation frame comes from A Plan, a 2005 film by 
1997 and 2008 Bush Artist Fellow Tom Schroeder, 
which has enjoyed screenings around the world.
 
A second frame at left, gives us a further look into this 
imaginative boy’s world where, on a boating excursion 
with his parents, he concludes that the boat will run 
out of gas.  Instead of telling his father, he takes the 
bold step of creating a plan to save the day.  
 
You can meet Schroeder and the other 2008 Bush 
Artist Fellows on page 14.

In this issue of Giving Strength, the pages are filled with fellows of all types.  We highlight the leaders, 
doctors and artists who just became fellows, learn about the challenges and opportunities facing education from 
fellows ripe with experience (page seven) and, in the Gallery (page 29), consider the soul work of a fellow who has 
brought her experience back to serve the Foundation and other fellows.

We also marvel in the art of the inaugural recipients of three $100,000 Enduring Vision Awards for mature artists 
(page 15) and report the first grants in the Dakota Creative Connections initiative (page 21).

Finally, we provide an overview of the activities and finances of 2007, beginning on page three.

The Bush Foundation was established in 1953 by 3M executive Archibald Granville Bush and 

his wife Edyth.  With a mission to improve the quality of life in Minnesota, North Dakota and 

South Dakota, the Foundation aims to be a catalyst to shape vibrant communities by investing 

in courageous and effective leadership that significantly strengthens and improves the well-being 

of  people in these three states. 

To see a calendar of future Bush Foundation events and deadlines, visit www.bushfoundation.org.
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The Way It Is
There is a thread you follow.  It goes among

things that change.  But it doesn’t change.

People wonder about what things you are pursuing.

You have to explain about the thread.

But it is hard for others to see.

While you hold it you can’t get lost.

Tragedies happen; people get hurt

or die; and you suffer and grow old.

Nothing you do can stop time’s unfolding.

You don’t ever let go of the thread.

                               —William Stafford

Sometimes the retreat process uses the concept of the “third 

thing”—where something besides a person receives the 

group’s focus. It could be a thing from nature, a piece of 

music or art, or a poem like the one below.  The reflection 

at these times isn’t about the qualities of the thing itself but 

about what it evokes for each individual.  “By bringing poetry 

and images in,” Kinkead said, “we are invited to access our 

wisdom in a different way.”

The Third Thing
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